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tion to its own irregularity does not in any way
affect its opponents' rights;
d. All questions as to whether any penalty applies,
or as to what penalty applies, must be settled by
the players prior to the actual payment of a pen-
alty. A penalty once paid or other action once
taken stands, even though at some later time it is
discovered to have been incorrect.
THE RIGHT OF CONDONEMENT
59.  The right to condone an irregularity is wholly inde-
pendent of and additional to other rights accorded by the
penalty sections of the laws. It may operate as a right to
cancel or to validate. It may be exercised inadvertently or
from disinclination to exact a penalty or because condone-
ment operates to the advantage of the nonoffending side.
It is a right which may be exercised only by the authorized
opponent. In deciding whether or not to exercise it, he may
receive no assistance from his partner other than that per-
mitted by Sec. 58a.
PROCEDURE WHEN AN IRREGULARITY IS CONDONED
60.  If the authorized opponent condones an irregularity
which is subject to a penalty provision, or if his partner in
effect condones it as provided in Sec. 586, the penalty
provisions of the applicable section or clause are canceled.
INABILITY TO LEAD OR PLAY AS REQUIRED
61.  If an offender is unable to lead or play as required to
comply with a penalty, either because he has no card of the
required suit or because of his obligation to follow suit (see
Sec. 92), he may play any legal card, and the penalty lapses
except in the case of a penalty card (see Sec. 90). When the
authorized opponent has a choice of penalties, he must
make his selection before ascertaining whether or not the
offender is able to comply.
PLAYING BEFORE PENALTY HAS BEEN NAMED
62.  If an offender, when subject to a lead or play penalty,
plays before a penalty has been named or exacted, the right
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